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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: On page 2, 
"storage compartment 30" should be replaced with "storage compartment 42". 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

3. Claims 1-8 and 10-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Lu (5,909.897). 

Lu discloses a photo album comprising a spine (the examiner considers the 
spine to be the longitudinal edge of 21 adjacent the covers - see diagram below); a pair 
of covers (22, 23) pivotally coupled to the opposite edges of the spine (see figure 2 and 
col. 2, lines 11-13); and a storage component (21 ) located on an outer surface of the 
spine defining a storage cavity (214) for receiving loose articles (25) and including an 
access door (26) that is pivotable about an axis (as seen in an alternate embodiment in 
figure 4, the access door 36 has one side pivoted to one of the edges which confine an 
opening 35 - see col. 2, lines 45-54) that extends generally parallel to the spine to 
provide access to the storage cavity (as seen in figure 2). 
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Regarding clainn 2, the pivoting axis is spaced away from the spine (see diagram 
below). 

Regarding claim 3, the storage component includes a pair of side walls oriented 
generally perpendicular to the spine and generally parallel to each other, the side walls 
being generally fixed and nonremovably coupled to the spine (see diagram below). 

Regarding claim 4, the storage component further includes a pair of end walls 
oriented generally perpendicular to the spine and to the side walls (see diagram below). 

Regarding claim 5, the storage component further includes a backing wall 
oriented generally perpendicular to the side walls and to the end wall and generally 
parallel to the spine (see col. 2, lines 21-25), wherein the storage component includes 
an access opening (214 - same as storage cavity) which is located in the backing wall. 

Regarding claim 6, the door is movable between a closed position to an open 
position (see figures 4 and 5). 

Regarding claim 7, the storage component extends generally the entire length of 
the spine (see figure 2). 

Regarding claim 8, the storage component includes internal dividers (211) 
dividing the storage component into a series of sub-compartments (212). 

Regarding claim 10, the binder includes a binding mechanism located on an 
inner surface of the binder (see figure 3). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , the storage component is at least partially defined by the 
outer surface of the spine (see figure 2). 
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Regarding claim 12, the spine and covers are generally flat, planar components 
and are generally rectangular in front view (see figure 2). 

Regarding claim 13, the storage component includes a backing wall extending 
generally parallel to and spaced apart from the spine and wherein the pivot axis is 
located closer to the backing wall than to the spine (see diagram below). 

Regarding claim 14, the storage component is fixedly and non-removably 
coupled to the spine (see col. 2, lines 45-50). 

Regarding claim 15, the axis is spaced away from the spine in a direction 
perpendicular to the spine (see diagram below). 

Regarding claim 16, the spine has a length and the access door has a length 
less than the length of the spine (a side recess 21 5 facilitates passage of the access 
door, since the door fits inside of recess, it has a length that is less than the length of 
the spine. 

Regarding claim 17, see the above rejections to claims 3-6. 
Regarding claim 18, see the above rejections to claims 5 and 6. 
Regarding claim 19, see the above rejections to claims 1 and 10. 
Regarding claims 20-22, see the above rejections. 
Regarding claim 23, see the above rejections to claims 1 and 16. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lu in view 
ofWien et al. (6,367.842). 

Lu discloses the claimed invention except for the storage component being 
generally made of transparent material. It would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the Invention was made to provide any required 
material for the storage component, since it has been held to be within the general skill 
of a worker in the art to select a known material on the basis of its suitability for the 
intended use as a matter of design choice. In re Leshin, 125 USPQ 416. 

Furthermore, Wien et al. disclose a binder being made of transparent material 
(as seen in figure 1). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the invention to modify the storage component of Lu to be made 
of transparent material, as taught by Wien et al., to enable the user to view the loose 
articles being retained in the storage component. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The cited references disclose notebook binders. 
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7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Monica S. Carter whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
0305. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday (7:00 AM - 4:30 
PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrea L. Wellington can be reached on (703) 308-2159, The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



June 10, 2004 

MONICAS. CARTER 
PRIMARY F'-'"-"^'* 
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